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Introduction
DrPhilani Mthembu (Executive Director, Institute for Global Dialogue (IGD) and Dr Ndivhuwo Luruli, Director, South
Africa BRICS Think Tank (SABTT)

In 2018, South Africa hosted the BRICS chairs@isamiit under theh e me of ABRI CS i n Afric
Inclusive Growth and Shared Prosperityfih theddu st r i a | Revolutiono. A number o
BRICS fora and thus engage through the followiofdigloknacy: Track | engémasal diplomatic role players at

national governmental level; Track Il engagement is facilitated through goveguvemraesffibated institutions,

business councils and academic fandiiss ack | I | engage s-topeiowille 0s odc imeetnys i aomd ¢
This dialogue is an opportunity to | aunch this yeard
receiving feedback from various work streams and diplomatic tracks where South African didgusteons had par
Furthermoje it i s i mportant to del i bé&8uminig hosted bySBrazilf and workr i ¢ a
towards maximizing Team Sout h TAdinvolveraedtof the vanidus dippbmdtic o n
tracks in this public dialogue is thus a deliberate effort to ensure that over time the idea of a Team Sourth Africa crystalli
the countryds various global engagements. While the \
eyeand often use different lenses to interpret global events, it is important to enable spaces where all tive various actors
and outside of the state can interact and share their experiences in order to deepen the various forms of cooperatior
BRICSounterpartdt. is this process that the Institute for Global Dialogue and the South African BRICS Think Tank ar
interested in facilitating through these BRICS Dialogues.

The dialogue washmstedwviththe South African BRICS Think Tank (SABTT) as part of a diatbgtieas&ries
developments in BRIB&used within the National Institute for the Humanities and Soclz S&RTTemdeavours

to provide a platform for researchers and adademgjgse into BRICS related research from South African, African and
intra BRICS perspectives, while providing technical and financial support and overseeing research outputs that contrib
practical policy inputs. The Academic Forum was I&iBfitdiay2018, in Johannesburg, and reflected on the main

theme of the South African BRICS presidency through the sup o f AEnvisioning I nclus
through a Socially Re $@aunengageden the doomamusyand. therfds: gendecamdl e mi ¢
inequality; economic prosperity in the context of manufacturing and financial initiatives for sustainableaevelopment; uni
health coverage; social protection, agriculture and food security; governance, peatyardismEtiucational,

scientific and productive collective strengths; advancing creative powers for education exchange; creating an acces
forwardooking and impactful research commons for the global South; and energy research. Torev&ABOT looks
Brazil s chairship, which wildl be held in November 2
through the joint research projects undertaken by academics and researchers.



Mr. Dave MalcomscChief Director: Regioralganisations, Department of International Relations and Cooperation
(DIRCO)

Mr. Malcomson began the discussion by providing an overview oSthattB Rf@ainednembership BRICSn

2010Thi s member shi p instionbbbjectvel, thvoungh IBesy DevelopentrPMRRAItS African

agenda and achieving Agenda 2068tezadting meaningfully in partnerships that encourage the voice of the global South
and emerging mark@&tse grouping is based on shared tadti@isnto restructure the global political, economic and
financial architecture to be more equitable, balanced and resting on the important pillars of multilategdlism and interna
law.The # IndustridRevolutiois of immense importance; as mugit@sddes opportunities, it also provides challenges

in the field of the future of work and the potential for huge job loses especially in Africa. With regarii to the activities
around the South African chairship, there was a special retreatiatdigotked and what did not and what work to

look forward to. Prior to the summit there had been vanooettad)s. This helped build up the kind of narrative we
wanted to see during the South African chairship. An initiative that Sueth tAfdeasstough when it first chaired in

2013, invited the heads of state that are members of the African Union (AU), New Partnership for African Develop
(NEPAD) and various leaders of the South African Development Community (SADG)réfffzdladtiscigional, it

still represents leadership from the global South, whicbuinmgy useful dialogunetas been continued throughout

the BRICS chairships
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South Africa assumed the BRICS chairship on 1 January until 31 DeGembet 2018Af r i cads 2018 BR
aimed to host approximately 100 meetings and activities related to the various Sectoral Ministerial and Working Group
including the MBRICS Summin 2527 July 2018. In additmexclusivErack | meetiggSouth Afrigarovided the
followingpportunities for BRICS leadenget, discuss and contribute to the BRESMW@RRICS Business Council

(BBC)the New Development Bank (MD&)the National Security Advidoristers of Foreign Afflaiternational
Relationsvhanet in June to discuss matters of global significance to solidify the agendaahtirtthd B&RICS
SummitDeputy Ministers/Special Envoys on the Middle East and North Afiar{hvEN2BRICS Ministerial

meetings were conduocteateas of trade, education, industry, financeasciecbaology, culture, energy, agriculture,

youth, communication, and ldbstly, dring the Sumn3guth Afrideosted a BRICS f@aich Dialogue, combining the

initially planned BRI&f8ca Outreach and the BRICS Plus InMhtigeBRICS activities are specifically scheduled, the
members also meet on the side lines of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) &) Gemimg$20 (G



South Afriéas chai rmanship was very significatndtecabehaveayear b
periodf reflection on what had worked in th@yf@ats and what to look forward to in the next 20 ye&fic&outh

does nawantheBRICS to become like every other multilateral institution where at the enanyfléuésicraeed

to be takeand new initiativeiee tabled, whittrenbecome impossibbanaintainThus much emphasis is placed on
continuitgnd tactical outcom€&kereforevorking closalith China, from 204d ahead to Braizik201, has been
operational i n S o.The BRI@Sfrasolvedath@atsthey chudd imaistdinitigpifoliatimes th&t ha8e
beentabled durirte 10 BRICS sumit: BRICS Working Group orhiheustrial Revolution through the PartNIR Task
Team; the establishment of a BRICS Network of Science Parks, Technology Business Incubators and Small and Me
Enterprises; the establishment of a Vaccine Research Centre, to be hosted in Sstabl&hioanthaf a Working
Group on Tourism; the establishment of a Womeno6s For
establishment of a Working Group on Peacekeeping; and the establishment of a Foreign Spokespersons Platform.

In tems otheBrazibn BRICS chairship, South Africa hosted the final BRICS Sherpa meeting in Durban on 4 Decemb
2018 and officially handed over the chairship on 1 JanUhey@®18 common message resourglingaimeaetings s

this year, arttiatiswith a large econommad innovatidacusThe 1% BRICS Summit will be held in Brasilialén 13

November 2019, to coincide with tHea&#ia Economic Cooperation (APEC) Summit in Chile. The first Sherpa meeting
will be held on-18 March 2019 and the Foreign Ministers will meet on 26 hdyeirafito tie comprehensive BRICS
programme will be followed. Thus far, Brazil has announced that it will focus its chairship on: Innovation, including Inc
4.0 and the future of work; health, including the vaccine research centre in St tédrisaatignal crime,
specifically through money laundering, drug trafficking, organized and urban crime; and the proimatistnyof trade and
includingnfrastructure development and-Priltite Partnerships (PPASBRICS embark#o a newecade under

Br azi |l 6 sBRIC3vil dee andther step forward in consotidatimgk anansuring that it withieve the

objectiveand initiatives set inglubaBouth and internationAkyalways, the partnership will be undertagenadviiill

and practical approaches to resolving internal differences between member states and concentrate common position
strengthen the BRICS.

Ms.Vivian Ramathuba, SenPrdessiond, BRICS New Development Bank (NDB) Africa R€gotra{ARC)

Ms. Ramathuba considered the whekAdfican Regio@ahtrd ARC)nits first year 8outh Africd he job of ticentre
is to identify projects and to form partnerships with other organizatiansnidats$tawelg othe local environment.
Currentlyhecentras stilintheprocess

of recruiting personragid identifyg L
projectsThe execution of the stage @ UNISA =
a project cyclaclude, buare not

limited to the following project
identification and conceptuay;suel
feasibility study and project evalug
project definition and compreher
feasibility study; project execu
approval and monitoring and evaluj
Thebank also planscmoperatfurther
with international financial institut]
including the African Development
(AfDB) regional offices of ot
multilateral development baakd
national development banksrder to
contribute to holistic infrastrug
developmentthe bank cées the




following funct&riirstly, @untry programmioglevelop or contribute tountr§ development strategy and develop
effectiveegional plamg Secondly, portfoliitanagement and project administidtioly, the bank serves as an
operdbnainterface between the Bank, South Africa and the Region, including the issue of enlarging the membership of
Bank. Through such engagement, the ARC could opti mis:¢
and Bank Strategith that of the Regimurthly, therovision of technical assistance for preparation and implementation

of infrastructure and sustainable projects, including industrigiftpipjettprovision of knowledge management,
analysisaand suppgrincluding tappinmgtorelevant knowledge, experiences and lessons from tisixtielgiothe

development of appropriate financing and funding projefariad#is.to condeapacity building for African public

sector officials, agencieslacal partners in project preparation and managkiciémtludeshe implementation,

monitoring and evaluation skills to ensure control of quality of infrastruGhireyjosjeatd, the bank aims to improve
infrastructure holistically by faroghe following types of infrastructure prigacenergy througling, solar, hydro
powerranspotthroughoadrail air and seaoptsirrigatioand watemesourcenanagemenés well agistainablerban

development througiter anelecticitysupplysolid waste managemnamd sociahfrastructure

Ambassador Professltgbal Jhazbhay, Memb&frican National Congre#sNQ International Relations N.E.C Sub
committee

The discussion cadthree key aregbe concept notbeprogrammef the BRICS Political Partiesc®fisrence
and some detail into the commuﬁmwnrst BRICS political parties conference was held in China, Beijing in 2017, and that
== ! led to a suggéstthat the conference
be heldnore regularlgiependig on
the particular chair. In 2018
consultation with the BRICS partners
South Africenore particularly the ANC
decided to convene the BRICS political
parties plus dialogue. In that regard
concept note wasveloped asent to
all the BRICS political paiitietuding
/ partnerandfriends who were invited
Some of thoseattending this event
included the likes d&fenezuela,

» Botswana, Lesotho and Kenya. The
l' : 2 concept notemphased inclusive

economidevelopmemhultilaralism,
and arelement of peace and stability.
These elements are evidenthén
programméhat openlgoversthese
discussions adnclusive development,

‘ ; multilateralism and it also covers the
dimension of th'élndustnal Revolution. The feellngﬁdﬂmemmntee wésatthe element of peace and stability needs
to be given particular focus. Two countries outsidetBIBpGESand Eritneare asked to speak about that.themas
a discussion that delivered good news on peace and stabilitythes peelte declaration between Ethiopia and
EritreaThe concept note also draws on what President Ramaphosa mentioned, we are ligiegeiktr@mag®ermns
of nationalishave appeareshisolationist trersgtmerging, and that this conference should not overlook those challenges
South Africa is emerging from a period of, diffixddtifion, global trends are also increasingly difficult.tdhmavigate
BRIC$artneshipshould try to challeagelengage those trends in order to come up with a commdmhelysrda
perspective oktboncept noteas adopted ahdcame the official document of the B&REaI Parties Ptlialogue
held in Pretoria.

JOHANNESBURG 5017, AFRICA

At thadialogugSouth Africa covered inclusive develdphieatcovered multilateraiissd® Industrial Revolution was
given to Indiadscussand peace and stability was given to Ethiopia and Eritrea to discuss. The programme was designe
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in such a walgat they broke up into different commissions on those particular themes, and came back to the conference
reportdebate and discuss what should or not be included in the coming dialogue. What was particularly unique about
second BRICS politicatips plus dialogue is that South Africa and the ANC particularly decithedGhinegee

Communist Parypdi® kmdian Congress Party and the Bhlargtiya Janat)(Party Russi@ Gommunist Party and

Putin's United Panshicttould not attend becanfsaclash with their congress meeting. When engaging with Brazil, the
Workers Party attended and the incumbent ruling party of Brazil did not attend the conference.

The distinctive part alioefPolitical Parties Plus dial@tieat the ANC decided to formulate the programmbat a way
advanced many of the resolutions which were taken in the ANC national conference in Nasrec, particularly issues of fing
inclusive developmemtltilateralis@andultranationalisithen the communique had to be discussed and debated there
wascontentioansomessues, and South Africa had to play that bridge building role on some of those difficult issues. Sou
Africa will be hosting the SADC Western Sahara Solidarity. Chisisranary contentious issue among the BRICS
countriedut when the discussion came up at the level of communique into agreeing that issue was included as part of
discussion and is awaiting advancement and implementation. The progranomeflaitempteddf the priorities that

were developed in the concept note, and finally the communique also tried to oefikduotlacandtithe level of

debate and discussions which came from the different commissions and differdrdtpensEeotivas plenary. The

ANC believes that Bwditical Parties Pbasference should continue in future to explore and engage on how they would
want to share the next agenda of the B#iteal Parties Ptlislogue.




ProessorSiphamandla Zondiegadof the Department of Political Sciences, University of Pretoria
|

ProfZondi discussed the BRICS Think Tanks and Academic fora and their engagements in BRICSmeld¢ed affairs, and
remarkbasednacademic observations. The interactions on the acaderagcdloras BRIGS)dduringhe second

year ofheBRICSummit acadenmeade aontribiwnandmoved to establish theinacademic forum and a think tank
spacdookplace after th&rom 28 31May2018 the academic forum and the BRICS think tank council met to prepare for
the BRICS sumniihetwo groupings came togdth@resentngoingesearctandrecommendations in establishing
policies under the theme "Envisioning irddusiopment through a socially responsive economy". The SABTT is a
specially established forand housed within the National Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciéaces (NiHSS),
service BRICS, tharetwo other countries that have the saupe &t Russians established what is called a National
CommittelrBRICS Researemd thelnternational Department of the Communist PartyDOBIas¢ established

a special vehicle to facilaatenk tank and academic faalled China Centre for Contemporary World Biedies
Brazilians use an existing instiigtianinterfacéorforeign policy, civil society and the rest of society kwitadtéhe

for Applied Economic Resg#pA) and the Indians gave a tiask specific existing think @bkerver Research
FoundatiofDRF)the mandate to convene others.

The BRICS bringariety of approaches in eachlzaeaachelag toanational context and are able to work together to
takethe grouforwardThis includelsd discussion gender anithiequality and thinking about inclusive growth. There were
a number of breakaways from the discassienacademic forum in 28i8jomic prospernitgiversal healtiealth
coveragesocial protectigyzovenment peace and securitgnective strandseas of education and scj@moeduction
sectorsBRICSreativgoowera globalSouttknowledgeommonsandenergy researdpproximatdlgnrepresentatives

from each countmymdifferent sectargntributed to these discussithdiversity coming from different angles of thinking
from eactvorkingroup.

The BRICS meeting represented a variety of thinking, in almost all of the cases neliyed| @ialagrerole in

discussing furtigRICSreative poweandsociaprotection. South Afiima host i ng of t he academi
on the following thenges)der and inequality; economic prosperity in the context of manufacturing and financial initiative
for sustainabtfevelopment; universal health coverage; social protection, agriculture and food security; governance, pe:
and stability; leveraging educational, scientific and productive collective strengths; advancing creativa powers for edu
exchange; creating aotessible, forwdodking and impactful research commons for the global South; and energy
researchResearchers put together their research dutigitisspyssions and tahtleose discussions in the form of
paperatthesummitThe papers are ugedurther conversations in the BRICS naeetipgs/ide policy inputs at Track

| levellt is very important to note that it was decided in 2012 by academics and thinlR$GStaaredar
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discussion, research and to further infoshaaitigpn BRICS hiswas decided at the time when academics and thinkers
produced a large document on BRICS called the -t&tme ldsign of BRICS" which looked at BRICS longevity and
delivery in the coming years. The BRICS document produdedds 2@1BRICS countries vision for théliiguse
seenthrouglthepossiblestablishment of BRICS Plus that was already thought through in the 202icdo=ument

the pursuit of that vision that still drives the process.

Lastly, the question how effective South Africa was in chairing the BR|@S&ate2@d$how effective CRinssia

India and Brazil were beforeTthetrack record of South Africa'sltipéidlows the track record of the preceding chairs
becauséheworkingroup$uild on the work of the previous chairs. Theedfiggest challenge that South Africa faces

is how to harness that handover pridoesse owns any particular agenda for a particular year but they simply carry on
the agenda of the previeas gnd prepsthe agenda for the next chair, therefore the whole of BRI€ER)endes

TheBRICS does not have institutions or a se¢ietaeaér, lias been further discussed that BRICS should have its own
secretarigaindthis has also beeridsaboutheG20, G7 and all the otherlatgrapartnershipsn order for BRICS to

achieve effectiveness without a secretariat they must be very skilled in institutionalizing the agenda though they he
institutionalized the structOitesreforet is inthatparticular poiwhere participating and suppaorstigiticineed to
becleamnagendgointsand maintasieadynvolvemenilext, the agreed upativitieare upheld through tieed to

keep the dialogue internally. Hldialogustructures faihey need to beestablishing consensaatinuously when

country governance, civil society laadacademics change.

Thereforeontinuous dialogaéthough it magenrepetitiveis criticalin this particular insitiigmore dialogues and
discussions are needed becaps®vitles researchers and académaiptatform for ideas that need to be implemented
and enter the policy spdbe platform allows administrators of the think tankeyttarpen argilrengthensit
convening abilitid$e academic foroas thebility to bring certain actors together and make sure that in each one of the
BRICS summithe whole set of actors are in place. The Chinese showed us howntaoouiddodifigrentauntries
represented in tARIC®utreach programi@euth Africa was hard pressed to make sure they maimasuhable

to replicate the Chinese but maintained the Outreach prbgraivifite.to find convergence of interest among all the
paties and constantly establistingnon poiratiowfor the BRICS actors to manage divergence more.effeetively
convening othercountriebeyond BRICS, which was first establisheduiluiata] eThekwirdndhaddeveloped
intowhat is called BRICS Riunsithe ability to keep that going is a mark of diastgsthe ability to champion and
leverage the agenda oBRECSNnd takinthe agenda to the marginshefr platfornisthe global Soutke thé&roup

of 77 + Gha G77+ China)and globalorth like the G20, titorld Bank anthersalso shows the added value of the
BRICSThis is a positive signaltteaBRICS partnership is valuable and shaartramusly strengthelnechuse

there is no institutigsedstructure or physical secretariat

In conclusion, tkeare a number of challenges facing the future dFiBRyC&hallenge for BRICSoislign the

partnership to national inter€ss BRICS countries nebdng BRICS closer toptbeplebecauspopular support of

BRICS will assist BRICS governments in the longevity of the Saxoeditie BRICS partners are constantly
discussing the issuecoisolidatioifhis issue needs to be debated in tewhatdafvouldmean fothe BRICS to

consolidate the agenda rather than just passing the agddawgaritie list @fctivitiesand ensure that the agenda

does not becordisplaceable should there be sudden change of govésriamm@tantaaticipate how each ¢gun
interpretslomestic change interradly what kind of discourse may appaatiBRICS Next, it is important to start

moving towards institutionalising the BRICS ageritissat thabjedrastichangswhenevagolitical leadesbange

Next, Prof. Zondi explained that it is important to createtinkegeBRICS, the Belt and IRviativéBRI) Agenda

2063, the G77 and other existing structures and adapt it properly for those that are already institutiohalized and exist «
groundLastly, the intBRICS functional cooperateas to be maintained and strengttienegteritb which South

Africa and Indiadia and ChirandChina and Brazil have strong bilateral trade investment, economic, political cultural
cooperatiommong them enables fudbetinuation to the global BRIGSIs linked to an important question about how

BRICS thinks about its internal strateggioo&or example,éasbi | ity to continually appea
on specific isas, rather than a gathering of countliehallenge BRICS shouldalheyd up being a permanent

membeyof theUnited Nations Security Couti¢B@or other international structureewational inteeatehighly

contested.
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Ms. Marianne Buenaventura Goldman, BRICSSAMIT MeatggyOxfam

Ms Buenaventur&oldman began her

d W e presentatiooy introducing tB&ICS civil

society engagement and activity, its history,
its aims and objectivesorder to raise
awareness abowlivil BRICS and its
participants. The added value of civil BRICS
under the South Africhairshin 2019s

a positive examplef peopko-people
engagementshe inclusionf grassroots
communitieas well as of being able to see

how we can link Ibgaerspectives to
national and international engagements
such as BRICSheCivil BRICSenefirst
formalised and recognised at the BRICS

|l eadersd communi que und
presidenciyn 2019this was not something

that happened over the last two years but
rather happened over a period of liime.

2013, civil society first began to engage
Wlthout a formalized space but with intent through the proposed concept note for BRIGIB Ri@8dittem ited

to convene on thidelinesof important international dialogues, which drew together a number of key issue areas on Soutt
African cooperation. It was also at this time that Civil BRICS began to organise as civil socigtptathe devefpped w
desired to see in terms of engaging in BRICS. In 2014, the BRICS Sherpa in Brazil convened the first civil society meet
thesidelinesof the Fortaleza summiBraziSouth African civil societyabesto share the concephdBRICSvith
BrazilFollowing the Fortaleza summiirgheivil BRIGEmmitvas irJfa, Russia, in 204 then followedsihi,

India in 206. However, the civil society initiative originaSslithitAfricduringhe Durban Summi2013wherea

concept noten Civil BRICS or TrAbdtiplomacwas submitted DIRCOThereforgheproces$as evolved over the

last five yearand the aim for Civil BR$G8 have an autonomousdetdirmining platform for civil society to organise
itself not only in terms of its processes but also in terms of its agenda, thematicegulariti@spandnities for
participants. Moving forwaedSouth African Civil BRIEp®& that South Africa can continue to show leadership in terms
of ciMisocietin the BRICS space

UNISA ==

Civil BRICS South Africa places immense importandial®thetvecen grassroots communitie€CiaitdBRICS
processegour provincial meetingsvilmZukNatal Eastern Cape, Mpumalanga as well as Gauéelpeen convened

to share BRICS related information at grassroots lettledspranvihces were brought into these méétiagas an

initial step in developing policy recommetitationsld be grounded in local re8litiésg thprecivi BRICS meeting

in 2018&civil society and organisations from other BRICSweereyrédkered to deliberate and disgussority areas

that includénclusive economic development, land, agriculture, peace and security issues, genugrciguati@y, mini
change,theNDB and what <ci vil soci eCivyl8RICSasheenabletd gstablishaforma nd i r
dialoguevithBRICS decision makers, which e@ibileRICS to make substantive contsbatBRICS formulation,

based on civil society recommendations especially froto-pgugdpleerspective while also contributing-8o8thuth
cooperation.

It is possible for most peoglettmvolved Civil BRICS. GBRICS is large and divérsanges from Community Based
Organisations to national to social movements. To those who are particularly interesteddiviBigegSgriocees
whether it is through the South African structure, or other BRIOBis@assible emgagehe Economic Justice
Network (EJN) as an offmial poist n d t ak e t he QiviBRIGS seanetafab intehms &f fessons leafed,
it has not been easy but for thodsathepiarticipated, there are about eleven steeringitomerbers representing
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