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by 

Timothy Othieno 

 

Introduction 

It is expected that the election of Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed1 as 

President of Somalia in October 2004 and the subsequent 

appointment of Prime Minister Mohammed Ali Ghedi2 a month later 

will finally set the stage for the restoration of order in Somalia. Since 

the demise of the Siad Barre’s regime in 1991, the Somali state has 

been virtually non-existent. Over the last 15 years, a total of 13 

peace initiatives and two attempts at constituting a government 

failed to achieve any progress. The question that has lingered in the 

minds of Somalis and the international community for a very long 

time is whether this 14th attempt at achieving peace will succeed 

where previous efforts failed. Will the new government finally bring 

about democracy and stability?  

 

However, the sceptism about the Somalia peace process did not 

seem to be shared by Yusuf Ahmed who wasted no time in 

appointing Ghedi as Prime Minister. But still �
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