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Union (AU) has attempted to embrace the impoverished nation as part of the African diaspora, and perceived it 
as a country facing many of the same challenges as African countries themselves. Discussions have been under 
way regarding the possibility of Haiti being accorded observer status at the AU. As the populist priest who came 
to power seeking to bring about the economic upliftment and empowerment of the people of Haiti, Aristide’s 
vision resonated with the architects of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, who envision much of the 
same for the African continent. Acknowledging Haiti’s governance and human rights challenges, South Africa’s 
objective was to assist Aristide and his Government of National Unity to move towards a more accountable and 
transparent governance system. 
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