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Introduction  

Since George Bush came to power in 2000, neo-conservative hawks 

that back his administration have been working hard on unleashing 

what some have dubbed a democratic ‘tsunami’ (Ottaway et al, 

2002). Following the 9/11 attacks, the United States has 

constructed an ambitious plan to export American democracy to the 

Middle East as a panacea to terrorism. Variously referred to as the 

Great Middle East Initiative (GMEI) or Middle East Partnership 

Initiative (MEPI) the plan was officially announced in a speech 

delivered at the Heritage Foundation by the then Secretary of State, 

Collin Powell in December 2002.2 Interestingly, while dismissing 

accusations of oil as the motive and touting ‘the righteousness of the 

American democratic model’ (Burbach and Tarbell, 2004), some of 

the neo-conservative hawks or ‘neo-cons’ in President Bush’s 

administration have even clearly indicated the latter’s preparedness 

to ‘force-feed’ (Mbeki, 2003) democracy to countries where resistance 

will be encountered. However, following Colin Powel’s 

announcement, the MEPI ran into a storm of criticism, with the 

media and Arab intellectuals alike questioning the US’s motives and 

credibility in preaching democracy to the world.  Also, since the 
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