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1) reduced demand for South African exports 
due to increased local production and 
dematerialisation using fewer physical 

resources to produce the same product or 
service), which could result in increased 
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protectionism and anti-dumping cases being 
brought against South Africa; 

2) a drive for new markets in South Africa by 
international producers to replace 
overproduction and shrinking markets, 
particularly in Europe, which could result in 
dumping of goods, such as genetically 
modified organisms and food; 

3) reduced market share for South Africa due to 
increased competitive advantage of northern 
countries which own the resource-efficient, 
>environmentally friendly= technologies; and 

4) opportunity cost of investing in process and 
production methods demanded by northern 
consumers, rather than those appropriate to 
South Africa. 

While these trends in sustainable consumption 
currently sit outside formal trade agreements, it is 
likely that they will become reflected in 
international law in ways that entrench existing 
unequal trade relations. Already the EU is 
pushing for ecolabels and the US for 
environmental services in the WTO. These are 
areas where they can define what >good 
environmental practices= are and thereby hold a 
comparative advantage.  
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5) Develop interdepartmental teams of people to 
work and negotiate on trade and sustainable 
development in multiple domains. Trade and 
sustainable development cut across 
government departments and functions. South 
Africa has no clear-cut strategy or institutional 
framework within which to develop a strategy. 
A team of active, capable people who are able 
to engage in all of the issues that link trade to 
the environment would enhance the 
participation of South Africa and strengthen 
the implementation of sustainable 
development. Responsibility for building such 
a team would fall primarily on DTI, DEAT and 
the Department of Foreign Affairs, but would 
need to include people from other departments 
including agriculture, science and technology, 
and water affairs and forestry. 
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