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Note on the contributors

Keynote address

Respondents:

NIHSS Board Chairperson, Professor Ari Sitas t he head of the Univers
Department. A scholar of sociology and political philosophy, he was a founder member of Junction Aver
Theatre Company. He has received numerous accolades for artistic works includingean Olive Schre
Award for his play Randlords and Rotgut. He is also a celebrated poet. He has held numerous prestigio
positions including a Fellowship at the Institute of Advanced Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Ne
Delhi and a Guest Professorship at the.ddbiys University of Freiburg. He currently serves as a
South African representative on the BRICS Think Tanks Council. Prof Sitas has been a senior fellow a
research associate in a number of institutions including the University of CaliforuiakiBerkel

College and Oxford University. He is a past president of the South African Sociological Association,
VicePresident of the International Sociological Association and an Executive member of the Africar
Sociological Association. He serves Boaitk of the Chris Hani Institute and currently directs a
Department of Science and Technology Grand Challenge Research programme on African Diasporas a
Migrations; the awaiidning Global Studies Masters Programme inaugurated between Germany, South
Afica and India and a variety of joint research projects with international colleagues. His recent
publications include: The Ethic of Reconciliation, Durban and New Delhi, Madiba Press, 2007; Th
Mandela Decatlabour Culture and Society inApastheid dbith Africa, Pretoria: UNISA Press,

2010; principal author of Gauging and Engaging Devi200€, N80 Delhi: Tulika Press, 2014.

Dr. Aquina Thulatie a medical practitioner but currently holds the position of Technical Specialist on
Health Economics for the National Health Insurance (NHI) in the Department of Health. Her responsibilit
are in the areas of policy and legislative developmert te wleNelopment of the implementation

plan for the NHI. She previously held the position of Secretary General of the South African Medic
Association (SAMA). She formerly also held the position of deputy chairperson of the South Africe
Medicalarfide nt a l Practitionerés Association (SAMDP)
Force in the Military Health Services of the South African National Defence Force as well as a member
the Reserve Force Council (RFC). She is a memedmfahend Dental Board (MDB) of the HPCSA

and is the chair of the Practice Committee of the outgoing MDB.

Ms. Sanusha Naids a foreign policy analyst and Senior Research Fellow at the Institute for Global
Di al ogue. Her research interests include Dem
Devel opment; Africabs rel ati 8andgIB8A)Sduth Efritanr gi n g
Foreign Policy Analysis; and the role of track two diplomacy in International Relations. Ms Naidu has
Masters in International Relations from the University of Staffordshire, United Kingdom. She ha
previously worked at thetr€dor Conflict Resolution based in Cape Town and managed the South
African Foreign Policy Initiative (SAFPI) at the Open Society Foundation for South Africa. In the pa
several years Ms Naidu has al so ntanalaetptiods a pr o
with China and Emerging Powers based at Fahamu-2@10.2808 has an extensive publications

record which includes two edited volumes -@hikzicalations: Chinese and African Perspectives on

China in Africa, Pambazuka Pressihept2010 (edlitors: Axel Harriivers and Stephen Marks;

and Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon? Africa and China, UniversitiataKReesslu2008-(co

editor: Kweku Ampiah). Ms Naidu is a regular media commentator national and egdorational issu
major news agencies includipgedra News, CCTV, BBC Radio, SABC, and CBS Africa. She is also

a regular analyst on South Africa's domestic politics and electoral trends.
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Introduction

Dr.Philani Mthembu, Executive Director of the Institute for Global Dialogue (IGD), opened the dialogue by providing a
review of South Africads di pl omat 1994 etaaTheBRICS partriership, 2 0 1 8
one ofeveral foreign policy agenda items, has continued to evolve as it enters the beginning of its second decade. BRI
no longer just a highel governmdntgovernment partnership; it has grown to include numerous tracks of diplomacy and
increasinglyut an emphasis on the importance oftpgeplgle relations through track two (think tanks and business)

and track three (civil society) diplomacy.

This partnership holds symbolic and practical significance to the developing world as treaetety punigsiag

gl obal reform. While China has now coined the term OE
a more inclusive BRICS partnership was i m20i3jwhéred at ¢
it invited African members for the duration of the Summit. Following that Summit, every other BRICS country has invitec
countries in their respective regions and beyond. In 2014, when Brazil hosted the Summit it inviteid 2&fiénal partner
when Russia hosted the Summit it organised it alongside the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) and the Eur
Economic Union, when India hosted it in 2016 it iBaiyeaf Bengal Initiative for-&dtbral Technical and Economic
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) counanielswhen China hosted it in 2017 it not only invited regional partners, but countries from
acrosshe world.

This shows a clear chronology of the BRICS outreach initiative, and how it has deveipied siosiee@thetBRICS

Summit in 2013. It also shows that South Africa has played a role as a norm entrepreneur and getting some of its i
accepted within BRICS. Given that decisions are taken via consensus, this guarantees that evdyyhasmber effective
vet o, which adds to South Africads ability to influer
the institutionalisation of the BRICS Think Tanks Council and involvement of civil society in the parteasip were priorit
of the South African delegation. This particular policy dialogue launched the South African BRICS Think Tanks discus
on South Africads 2018 presidency of BRICS and the ne



Keynote Address

Pof . Ari Sitasd presentation, titled AReconfiguring t
Responsive systemo, explained that the role of the SA
agendagoig f orward, but that this was also an opportunity

Africa had lobbied for a few key initiatives such as the BRICS New Development Bank (NDB) and BRICS Plus, v
particularly petitionednicision of African countries. Moreover, the South African government has taken the BRICS proje
and involved all departments in working towards the partnership, and joint activities between partnering universities
increased manifold.

The SABTT anther think tanks are working within the Track Il diplomatic stream and partnering with academics and otl
research institutions, government departments like the Department of International Relations and Cooperation (DIRCC
the Department for HigldeicBtion and Training (DHET), and linking to the ministerial committee of BRICS. In addition, th
SABTT works closely with the BRICS Business Council, Civil BRICS, as well as anticipating the formation of a Labour
for BRICS. The SABTT is vestedsultiog with various stakeholders and whatever is discussed and proposed must be
debated in the BRICS think tank domain. The SABTT is made up of diverse national priorities and is governed by a cons
process.

South Africa is taking the lead at a time where the world economy has slowed down. The 2017 summit was a decisive
President Xi Jinping called for everyone to be respo
high qualitygowt h i n science, technology and innovation that
taking on the chairship of BRI'CS would be to contrib
theme envisining inclusive development through a socially responsivettae®raomyg to contribute to the new
development paradigm thinking.

The BRICS cohort of governments, as well as other cooperation clubs from the global South, started working togeth
emerqg powers because the existing international architecture could not acknowledge the demand for change withir
global economic system. Since the Ufa Summit in Russia, in 2015, BRICS countries sought more from their partnershi
geostrategic potenitiathe world, which can be considered a vision, or contribution, to reconfigure the world system. Ar
despite the negativity of thought leaders from the North, the BRICS group persists and continues with its projects, whic
increasing exponentially.

South Africadéds focus is thus not just what can be gai
agenda. The SABTT research agenda will focus on 4 pillars;

Firstly, bringing about economic prosperity based on principlég,ofimctuseeds to come through in the partnership
and regional outreach. This pillar incorporates the following 5 initiatives:

1 Creating a BRICS network of smart manufacturing hubs

1 Identifying and resourcing complementarities such as goggvenemént and pukpidvate partnerships in
developing institutions that accompany and compliment the growth of human capital.
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Food security and questions of fundamental nutrition and uses of land, which are driven by Small, Medium
Micresized EnterpriséSMMES).

An Afric®ADC academy of beneficiation focused on moving away from extractive industries and honing in c
developing robust and diverse industries and economies in a responsible manner.

Social protection, universal health coverageetidlbiesearch, such as the BRICS Vaccine centre, will
contribute to successful models of employment, education and upliftment out of poverty.

Secondly, the next pillar is based on prioritising the productive and scientific sectors, which griteI8RiI€Bgthenin
university and post school systems and fostering creative areas of cooperation, which ultimately inspire unique techno
and innovation. Through the BRICS universities, think tanks and other academic endeavours, it wilblbiéepossible to cont
to solid exchange programmes, common courses, and priority areas of joint research and sharing of information.

|l

1

In terms of the fourth industrial revolution, the BRICS are able to make significant contributions to astrophysics
space research, aglvas artificial intelligence.

The BRICS domain will be developing a joint Research & Development platform and look for joint research tc
stimulated.

Next, literacy and numeracy core teacher development programmes and a BRICS digitaliheritage platform
cooperation with UNESCO and other organisations will be established.

In terms of arts and culture, the BRICS are establishing rotating retreats of composers, artists, writers and music

The third pillar is based on peace building and peade &edgrinig contribute to ssmmomic progress by reducing
the moral deficit within the existing world system.

il

The BRICS want to establish a BRICS academy of conflict resolution and strategic studies, in order to contrik
towards conflicts management.

Next, to establish an institute of advanced studies for the study of Africa, Latin America and Asian relations
allow these continents to cooperate on a long term basis.

And the last pillar is based on the commons; by enhancing dmafdigersitysand integrity, it is possible to nurture
responsible forms of development, strengthen green technologies and sustainable development, and prioritise indige
knowledge systems.

1 Working together to develop smart early warning climagéeseohuditessing climate issues timeously will

have an i mmense impact on the health of societies

1 Emphasising the impact of the green economy and resieathegtetworks will be prioritised.
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1 Converting cities into livitigs, where there are common projects for urban renewal, where citizens can
experience a decent life.

To conclude, itis up to the BRICS in their evolution to say whether the partnership is a developmentahpact or a growth a
i n s hapi nfiguret Tihexe waoa nhothénsin history, between the 1970s and 1980s, where countries that wer
prioritising their endogenous forms of knowledge, decided to open up to the world and the world market; the problem:
encountered in spite of their diésretarted bringing these countries together. Thus, we are living through an epochal
change similar to the 1400s to 1500s that saw the gradual ascendance of the West and gradual evolution of the rest,
though the civilizations of the East had adgayab industrious period. Throughout history to the present day, it is
possible to see how the world was structured accordi
education, science and technology. Prof. Sitas askegldimak rbeonfiguration will give the developing world, Africa in
particular, the opportunity to harness its potential. In order to answer this question, it is importantiestigakewithin and in
these issue areas further.

As a think tank, it is mgidrtant to report the good story or narratives of success only, but rather reflect on alternatives,
policy priorities and the complexities of cooperation between very diverse BRICS partners. Prof. Sitas closed by explai
that much still needs to be doorder to achieve the various milestones. In quoting the late South African poet,

Keorapetse William Kgositsile, fi | know that it is alw
because the difference that a day migltt mdke br at es t he day that makes the di
ilt al ways seems impossible until it's doneo, he enco

Discussants
Dr. Aquina Thulare

Health is a fundamental requirement for prosperity and development, moreover for inclusive development through inc
policy making and execution as it is important for a productive and healthy economy. A population that is excluded o
basis of aces to health care will not be able to contribute to an economy and thus be excluded further from econon
participation. BRICS countries face a number of health related challenges; for example the burden of disease, suc
Tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS,astypstructured health systems, such as human resource shortages and health financing.
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Diseases and health care deficits thus affect the poor at unparalleled levels. The most prominent example of global t
risks is that of the Ebola outbreak in WasinA2013. It was a clear indication that health systems were not equipped to
deal with and respond to an epidemic of this scale. During this time, the international responses showeéeshow different col
approached the crisis; for example, Crépatitahlth workers, whereas the West had a larger focus through their militaries.
South Africa was required to ensure that the human resources, equipment and auxiliary support was taken to the aff
countries. An outbreak of this size was causeagrieraaof factors that could have been prevented, it is clear that
addressing public health care systems is key to future development

The BRICS countries are addressing health care through various permutations that are unique to the partners. Health mi
have agreed to start gaining more ground in achieving universal health coverage, a policy that has been endorsed witt
UnitedNations Sustainable Development Goals, Goal Three and Target 6.8 specifically. Having agreed to this, it is impo
to take a number of | essons from each of the BRI CS pe
such as Bolgamilia and others, are complimentary and link health care to other services, and China, India and Russia h
matured and advanced research in health systems. Therefore it is important to collaborate and take advantage of
advantages. It will bedmpt ant t o foll ow South Africads work on a p
not yet been able to make the necessary break through. However, South Africa has prioritised the vaccine initiative th
the BRICS partnership and thememt towards universal health coverage, as one of the pathways to ensure that the strain

on the health and welfare system is reduced but also to ensure that responses address actual inclusive development.

Another element to the health care system discussion is traditional medicines; 85% of the South African population
traditional medicine. However, there has not been any progress made to include this in the mainstream of the health inc
A risk redins that the traditional medicine practitioners and producers, as an industry, could be displaced by &
pharmaceutical companies througiobpecting and-picating. This is an opportunity to engage traditional practitioners

and healers in formadjghis space. This would address any exclusionary affects, but also promote indigenous knowledg
systems. By prioritising this space, it would be possible to prioritise a majority of the population whossten only have a
to these health spaces. Chithindia are advanced in terms of including their traditional medicines in the mainstream
sphere, as well as advancing westernised health related technologies, which lightens the burden of providing universal
coverage. A South African inputdésthission is to contribute and understand wellness indicators for BRICS countries and
to make the necessary choices for our unique circumstances. Another major challenge adding to the complexity of f
financing and budgets in the world is uatefiemperty in the pharmaceutical industry, which exacerbates costs. To
conclude, Dr. Thulare emphasised that the chosen theme of inclusivity is critical, and that these discussions may provi
excellent opportunity to debate ideas further.

10
IGD associated with UNISA



Ms. Sanusha Naidu

Ms. Naidu began by providing a global context of the BRICS dynamics and explaining how the BRICS Think Tank
academic community had developetl ver y e ar s . Ms . Nai duds pHow doeyout at i on
conceptualise BRICS in the 21st Century? The international system that we exist in can be seen as constantly evolvin
moving target. As a moving target, it is importamtd@fojdc your geopolitical role, as well as anticipate a number of
futures within the international space; and the BRICS partnership can be considered an outcome of coentries finding the
in such an environment and creating a form of balathi® ehitimiging system, and within that dynamic the group needs

to find a particular identity. Hence, it is possible to see beyond the BRICS partnership and considerwedl larger picture, &
as hold realistic prescriptions about what BRICS can alwd €hnedhe academic contributions to the discussions of
global moving targets have been driven by the theme of global governance, which has evolved substantially since the .
and is noted in a number of global initiatives like the formerignitéN)NMillennium Development Goals. This can be

seen as the start of a global movement towards achieving inclusive development and inclusive growth, a precursor to
Sustainable Development Goals Agenda of 2030, which is also supported e BRICBd=Uio reach this goal

globally, countries need to perform a balancing act between their domestic interests, global idtgerststaiod the self
elites.

This becomes a critical point for the BRICS partnership because of romanticised expectations of the BRICS partnershi
the potential that the BRICS will provide alternative, thus linking to the debate that the BRICS powers are reshaping
power dyamics for all developing countries. However, it is very impeoifametarasieforming, what are we reforming

in the international system, and what is it that we want to create? From a critical perspective, BRICS dds be part of both
wherebit can compete and coexist with the West, and maimiestelby leveraging their global positions to increase
international profiles and impact factors on international platforms. For example, China has taken immense strides i
Internationaldvetary Fund (IMF) to propel the Renminbi in the currency basket, and simultaneously China has used f
opportunity to leverage and shape international commodity markets through transfer payments and currency swops. Th
brief illustration that indiehow the BRICS have leveraged their geostrategic positioning within the global financial
architecture. These financial architectures, shaped by the West, are heavily embedded and interdependent; the BRICS
the ability to operate within this systeeefit from it.

It becomes ever important for a country to locate itself within this changing system and endeavour to impact the sy
accordingly. An example of effective | oc atitatmegandi s Chi r
geostrategic leveraging opportunity, which touches on mega infrastructure development, maritime secutitization of the re
zones, and thus facilitates trade, investment and further cooperation. Thus a newer trend in coopgration and garneri
international currency of trustworthiness is to contribute to development ardamhnic smuibsecurity dynamic.

Although this initiative is not part of the BRICS partnership, it is possible that in the future it couldeB{€&s way onto t
agenda. The position of the BRICS in international relations still needs to be defined or define itseif\&ds Naidu asked
will the BRICS be in 2030, 2040 or 2050 and beyond and would they have created access to a new normal that the B
are tying to create within an-elvanging environment? Ms. Naidu noted a quote by Antonio Gramsci that characterises the
notion of the moving target of the internatingamal syst
thenew cannot be born; in this interregnum a great var

This quote depicts the possible difficulties that the BRICS may encounter in their endeavour to achieve a shared vis
global economic governance reform, or a pessitbemal. This aspiration integrates into the idea that nobody gets left
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behind under agenda 2030, as well as the notion that this level of inclusion needs to be achieved in the context
development security paradigm. BRICS is not responghke ttisalgvel of reform for all, even though it is a vision for

an alternative world; therefore, it is likely that people will be left behind, and there will be further ehbdfenges from thos
behind. As we move forward it is possible to celebssesteuies of countries like China and India, lifting their citizens

out of poverty; however, the unprecedented growth has also contributed to potential tensions because of geographical Ic
and competitio@an we ignore the gravity of the dlabadis interest that these countries have? To conclude, Ms. Naidu
explained that there is potential to achieve inclusive development through the various projects and programmes and thc
behind will still endeavour to catch up on the way.

Question ad answer session

The first discussion point explored the issues surrounding the protection around pharmaceutical industries, and this cor
was particularly geared toward the WTO policy framework into health systems and pharmaceutical industries, and the
to be inchive of traditional medicines and the needs of this sector. The response from Dr. Thulare explained that this crit
is based on the experiences that pharmaceutical companies from the global north are not generally interested in inves|
researchfaxf or gotten di seasesd and their anticipated sol ut
returns, which may not be as significant for pharmaceutical companies. For example, in terms of HIV/Aids, if a new
emerges internatibyhaind local policy is particularly geared towards making that drug available to the poor, multination
corporations still have the rights to refuse special or preferential treatment.

This does not help the issue of access or coopemtmv, mor t he O6pl aying fieldsd and |
between the global North and South because the human development factor is ultimately affected by a lack of acce:
terms of traditional medicines, which have long historiebeen ¢t@mvenunity owned, the WTO does not recognise
community ownership. Instead it suggests that states take responsibility, via local governments, as toweio owns the intel
property rights of medicines. Local governments in such instanceatddraditiegail medicines and in many cases

allow biprospectors and piracy to take place, moreover there was no global mechanism from the WTO that showed con
to address this issue. This may have a severe impact on the development of coommuaiteanthendogenous
knowledge systems.

The next topic of discussion explored South Africabs

stakeholders in various summits and activities since

countries hageown. What are the rules of engagement with African states? There is a critique that African countries are
able to advocate for their holistic benefits of the partnership and therefore the rules of engagement néed to be followec
terms of the waach partnership that took place in 2013. Perhaps the AU should coordinate a common policy or positi
where South Africa can communicate to the BRICS what the African agenda looks like and what they would like to s
well. The African Regional C@R€) can hold immense potential for such coordination in sharing terms of reference and
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